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It would cost each household $1 a day to provide adequate shelter, federation says
OTTAWA — An estimated 1.5 million needy households in Canada could have access to suitable, affordable housing for the cost of slightly more than $1 a day for every household in the country, a new report says. 

The price tag to eliminate Canada’s “housing affordability gap” was a key finding in the report, which said single-parent families, the unemployed, the elderly, immigrants and aboriginals were being hardest hit by the lack of suitable housing. 

The report, released Thursday, was prepared for the Cooperative Housing Federation of Canada and based on an analysis of 2006 data collected by Canada Mortgage and Housing Corp. 

Will Dunning, the author of the report, said it would cost about $4.7 billion a year — or about $1.10 per day for every Canadian household — to ensure core housing needs were met for the 1.5 million households. 

According to the report, almost four million people, among them 750,000 children under the age of 15, were living in what CMHC defines as “core housing need” in 2006. 

This means their accommodation was in the state of disrepair, was unsuitable for the number of people living there or ate up more than 30 per cent of the household’s pre-tax income. 

Almost 13 per cent of Canadian households met one or more of the three measures in 2006, a percentage that represented almost no change since 2001. 

The bulk of them — 72 per cent — were paying more than 30 per cent of their income to have a roof over their heads. 

Nicholas Gazzard, the federation’s executive director, said the numbers are “shockingly high” considering the economy was on a good roll in 2006 and the years leading up to it. 

With Canada now battling recession and a rising jobless rate, Gazzard said, the situation is unlikely to be any better today. 

Adequate housing is in shortest supply in the three northern territories. 

Among the provinces, the incidence of people in deficient housing was greatest in British Columbia, Ontario and Newfoundland and Labrador. Among the findings: • More than one in four families headed by a single parent were in core housing need. 

• Immigrants were more likely to live in inadequate housing than non-immigrants. The margin was 18 per cent to 11 per cent. 

• Households whose primary wage earner was unemployed were three times more likely to be in deficient housing than households where the chief breadwinner was employed. 
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