Changes To Immigration Policies Having Little Impact

Calgary Herald, November 4, 2009, David Akin, CANWEST News Service Ottawa
There is no evidence that changes the Conservative government made to Canada’s immigration system in 2008 have reduced the backlog of applications or addressed the needs of Canada’s labour market, the auditor general said Tuesday. 

Moreover, investigators with auditor general Sheila Fraser’s office said an unknown number of foreign workers received work permits to enter the country when there was neither a guaranteed job nor even a guaranteed employer. 

“The (Immigration) department has made a number of key decisions in recent years without properly assessing their costs and benefits, potential risks, and likely impact on other programs,” Fraser said. 

“Some of these decisions have caused a significant shift in the types of foreign workers being admitted permanently to Canada. 

“There is little evidence that this shift is part of any well-defined strategy to best meet the needs of the Canadian labour market.” 

Immigration Minister Jason Kenney said he did not know how many foreigners were getting work permits without a job or an employer, but he said his department took steps to tighten control over Canada’s foreign worker programs. 

“We’ve improved the situation under the new regulations,” Kenney said. 

But NDP MP Olivia Chow accused the Conservatives of using immigrants as economic building blocks. 

“They use them and throw them out,” Chow said. “We need children. We need families. We need them in good communities i n Canada, whether they are refugees or family reunification. That’s not the way the Conservatives are going. It’s wrong, it’s in shambles and it leads to exploitation and lower wages.” 
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