Ottawa plans $250,000 push to help newcomers improve their language skills 

October, 18, 2009, Calgary Herald

With only a quarter of new immigrants accessing free language lessons after arriving in this country, Ottawa is launching a pilot program to encourage more new Canadians to brush up on their English or French. 

Starting this fall, 2,000 immigrants from Alberta, Ontario and Nova Scotia will receive language training vouchers in the mail informing them they’re eligible for free official language classes. 

The program is meant to boost proficiency in either English or French to help permanent residents find meaningful work. “In the past two decades we have seen a decline in the economic outcomes for newcomers,” said Jason Kenney, minister of Citizenship, Immigration and Multiculturalism, in Calgary on Friday. The 18-month pilot will cost around $250,000. 
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