Program Recognizes Foreign Skills
The StarPhoenix, October 6, 2009

The Saskatchewan Institute of Applied Science and Technology (SIAST) will play a new role in accrediting immigrants in a first-of-its –kind program to recognize technical language skills.

SIAST officials showcased the program Monday during the Conference Board of Canada’s roundtable on Immigrant Saskatoon.

The program will assist employers in evaluating potential employees before they come to Canada.  SIAST will guarantee technical skills and English language proficiency based on SIAST certificate and diploma standards.  It’s the first such program in Canada.  Dubbed the Skills Passport program, SIAST will be able to assess language and welding services of potential immigrants in Ukraine and the Philippines.  Potential areas for program expansion include heavy duty equipment operation, agriculture machinery technician and carpentry.

The program aims to reduce risk for employers by guaranteeing skills before immigration.
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